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December 2017 

 

Chapter Officers: 

2017-2018 

Regent 

Susan Harvin 
srharvin@msn.com 

Vice Regent 

Alicia Hillmer 
alicia7183@msn.com 

Chaplain 

Amy Stromberg 
 Amystromberg@rocketmail.com  

Secretary 

Peggy Neel 
peg.neel@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Donna Sayre 
DSayreDAR@gmail.com 

Registrar  

Myra Wiggins 
myrawigDAR@gmail.com 

Historian 

Sonja Johnson 
sonja.k.johnson@gmail.com  

Librarian 

Anne Kline 

Annekline143@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

Falls of the Rappahannock 

Chapter NSDAR 

T he December meeting will be held on Thursday, December 14, 7:00 

pm, at the home of Maggie and Ginny Dunning, 5927 West Carnifex Ferry 

Rd, Fredericksburg. Members please bring potluck refreshments to share. 

The business meeting will be brief. 

From Fredericksburg, near the Eagle Village vicinity on US Route 1 (Jeff 

Davis Highway) drive south about 6 miles. From I-95 south in Stafford, take 

exit 126, to US Route 1 south. Whichever way you come, be sure to go past 

Southport Parkway. Then turn right onto SPOTSYLVANIA PARKWAY 

(road 628) and go about 0.4 mile. Turn right onto Balls Bluff Road, and go 

through the gate. Then take the first right turn onto Big Bethel Road. Go 0.3 

mile and turn left onto West Carnifex Ferry Road Then go another 0.1 mile. 

The Dunning house, 5927 W. Carnifex, is on the right side of the cul-de-sac. 

Call (540) 710-5790 if necessary.  You may want to car-pool. 

Members attending are asked to bring a main dish AND EITHER a dessert 

OR a salad or vegetable, by this rule: If your last name starts with A-M, 

bring a vegetable or salad and a main dish, and if your last name starts with 

N-Z bring a dessert and a main dish. And what would the chapter Christmas 

meeting be without the Purple Onion Gift Exchange! Don’t forget to wrap 

and bring your unloved/unwanted items for the gift exchange. What you 

want to get rid of can be another’s treasure! Everyone please come! It’s al-

ways fun. Bring a friend or two!! 

 

mailto:Amystromberg@rocketmail.com
mailto:sonja.k.johnson@gmail.com
mailto:klinefamily5@comcast.net
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CHAPTER CHAT 

SERVICE to AMERICA! 

Our Chapter hours donated total as of  

December 1, 2017 

642 
 

Please remember to log your hours! 

http://services.dar.org/members/committees/ServicetoAmerica/ 

The Service to America! Committee encourages community service by all members 

on all levels as a means of honoring our heritage.  You may now count your DAR 

hours! 

December 

Christine Whelan        9th 

Virginia Storage        11th 

Sharon Patrick           15th 

Arabella Tallman      16th 

Joyce Matherly          17th 

Elizabeth Caplan       29th 

Donna Sayre              30th 

Naturalization Ceremony  

December 7, 2pm  

Federal Courthouse in Alexandria  

Please mark your calendars now for the  

Naturalization Ceremony in Alexandria.  We 

help with this each December.  If you have never 

been, it is well worth taking the time to go.   Ask 

us about it.   

Please plan on being there by 1:15pm 

December dates to remember:  

December 7 – Pearl Harbor Day  

December 14 – 218th anniversary of the death 

of George Washington  

December 25 – Christmas Day  

December 31 – Official End of WWII (1946)  

Wreaths across America  

Saturday, December 16 at 12 PM - 2 PM 

Quantico National Cemetery 

18424 Joplin Rd, Quantico, Virginia 22172  

Plan now to attend the January Meeting 

Gold Star Mother: Speaker Anita Faye 

Hostesses: Elisa Pritchard and Myra Wiggins 

7:00pm 

Austin Ridge Clubhouse, 31 Boulder Dr, 

Stafford, VA 22554   

Service to America Hours 

Congratulations to our Chapter for a 380 

hour increase in community service hours so 

far this year.   

From the desk of Susan Harvin, Chapter Regent 

  Please bring to the December Meeting or email your volunteer hours for this   year so they are counted in our 

yearly reports.  

 State Regent Judy Surber wants to remind everyone that those members who  wish to page at Continental Con-

gress need to send their names in to her before January 2, 2018. 
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November brought great sadness to the Virginia Daughters.  Our State Regent Judy Surber's husband, 

Blair, passed away after a long illness.  Our Board members voted to send $50 to State DAR Regent 

Judith Surber's project at Montpelier in memory of her husband.  

District V Director Wanda English’s Mother, Irene Greenwell.  She passed away peacefully in Flori-

da.  She will be buried in Kentucky on Saturday, 2 December. The Chapter board members voted to 

send $50.00 to the  Good Shepherd Hospice in Mrs. Greenwall's memory.   

Let us remember these Daughters in their grief and keep them in our thoughts through the holidays.  

 

Sign Up to be on the Hamilton Jewelers 

Email List 

Hamilton Jewelers is in the process of updat-

ing its email list for DAR members in order to 

inform them about insignia items, special 

promotions, and similar matters. 

Since DAR never shares its email list with 

anyone, members are given the opportunity 

here to sign up on their own (and in the pro-

cess, receive complimentary shipping on the 

next order.)  

http://www.hamiltoninsignia.com/pages/DAR

-Email-Sign-Up.html 

 

 

DAR Insignia  

 

Clara Treadway Weir authored the poem “Our 
Emblem” that was printed in the April 1907 is-
sue of the American Monthly Magazine. The 
first stanza is printed here: 

Our emblem is a gold wheel, 
Banded with deepest blue; 
Each shining spoke tipped with a star,
— 
The distaff shining through. 
The only jewel in the world 
That money cannot buy, 
Without such proof of ancestry, 
As no one can deny. 

The official Insignia was unanimously adopted 
by the National Board of Management on May 
26, 1891, and patented September 22, 1891. 
The golden wheel of the Insignia represents a 
spinning wheel; the platinum or white gold dis-
taff represents flax; the blue rim and the distaff 
carry the colors of the Society; and the stars 
represent the original thirteen colonies. 



 4 

 

President General’s Message 
December 2017 
 

 Dear Daughters, 
 

T he holidays always surprise me, even though I know they come 
every year and routinely I find myself failing to get everything 

done that would make the season’s celebrations what I hoped it would 
be.  However, each year I let go of a bit more of the false expectations and 
just rest in the knowledge that the season is not about perfection, but more 
about the true gift of love, joy, peace and patience.  May you experience 
those in abundance during this season. 
 
The 16th annual DAR Christmas Open House* will welcome the public to 
our beautiful buildings for cookies, hot cocoa, a visit with Santa and a lot 
of holiday music and cheer. The building is beautifully decorated for the season.  Garlands drape over 
the Library balcony, wreaths adorn the columns of the building, and a stately tree stands in the Penn-
sylvania Foyer. Numerous volunteers and staff members coordinate to make Headquarters festive and 
to make the Open House successful.  A sincere appreciation is expressed to everyone who has given 
so much time and energy to make it happen. 
 
A commemoration will be held at the WW II memorial marking the 76th anniversary of the bombing 
of Pearl Harbor. This is a moving ceremony with Honor Flights and veterans of that war in attend-
ance. Wreaths are placed, dignitaries recognized and the Daughters of the American Revolution rep-
resented.  We appreciate the opportunity to honor the Greatest Generation and to remember the sacri-
fices made by all citizens.  
 
 A ceremonial tree planting at Independence National Historical Park hosted by the National Park 
Service was held in November. The ceremony marked the planting of the first two of the 76 trees do-
nated by the DAR* to the park to commemorate our nation’s approaching 250th birthday. Our dona-
tion was appreciated by all of the representatives participating in the event including First Vice Presi-
dent General, Denise VanBuren. 
 
If you are not receiving the Today’s DAR Blog via email, you are encouraged to subscribe and read 
all of the posts.  It is a great way to stay up to date on news from National Headquarters.  Another 
way to find out what’s happening is to subscribe to the American Spir-
it magazine and Daughters newsletter.   Be sure to check the Members’ Section of the DAR website 
often for members’ announcements.    
 
Moving Forward in Service to America, 
 
Ann Turner Dillon 
President General 
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CANDLELIGHT TOUR AND OPEN HOUSE AT THE MARY WASHINGTON HOUSE 

DATE:  Dec 03, 2017 04:30 PM to Dec 03, 2017 07:00 PM 

CONTACT: (540) 373-1569 

ADDRESS: Mary Washington House 1200 Charles Street, Fredericksburg VA 22401 

155TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF FREDERICKSBURG 

DATE: Dec 09, 2017 11:00 AM to Dec 10, 2017 04:00 PM 

CONTACT:  (540) 693-3200 

ADDRESS: 1013 Lafayette Blvd. Fredericksburg VA 22401 

 

 

DAR Museum 

Songs of Christmas Past       

December 1, 2017 through January 6, 2018 

You’ll be humming your favorite Christmas songs as you view a selection of the period 
rooms decorated for Christmas. Each features a different Christmas carol written in the 
decade the room depicts. Find out what “O Christmas Tree” was really about in its original 
German version and how many years separate the tune and the words to “Ding Dong! 

Merrily on High.”  

 

Museum Lecture: American Women and the Politics of Consumption, 1890-
1945 

December 12, 201712:00-1:00 PM 

Between 1890 and 1945, American women participated in a broad spectrum of polit-
ical and social movements.  These movements ranged from the struggle for racial 
justice through the labor movement to campaigns for social welfare.  Some women 
participated in these social justice movements by organizing their power as consum-
ers to create jobs, improve working conditions, and support organized labor.  This 
lecture will analyze several of these consumer-organizing initiatives and their outcomes.  

December 16—Genealogy 101: The Real Widows of the Pension Office   
10-11 am  
Presented by Pamela Loos-Noji, NSDAR Staff Genealogist 
Come learn about using Civil War pension records in your genealogy re-
search.  

Upcoming Events for December 
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J 
oin us for the 16th Annual DAR Christmas 

Open House on Wednesday, December 6 from 5:30 – 

8:00 p.m. at DAR Headquarters, 17th and D Streets NW, 

Washington, D.C.  (6 blocks south of Farragut West 

[Orange/Blue] or Farragut North [Red] Metro stations 

Spread the word to your friends and family – the event is 

FREE and ALL ARE INVITED! We particularly love 

introducing our building to those in the public who have never visited before, so please share this invite 

with those in your local community.  

DAR Open House highlights include: 

 In the spirit of the giving season, help us to help those less fortunate. Visitors are encouraged to 

bring new and lightly used children's books to donate to our DAR Open House book drive. 

 Visit the National Christmas Tree across the street at the Ellipse then get out of the cold and join us 

for refreshments, cookies and a taste of history. 

 Experience the elegance and Christmas splendor of Memorial Continental Hall, a Registered Histor-

ic Landmark. 

 Tour our 31 period rooms depicting scenes of early American life, including some which will be 

decorated in historic holiday settings. 

 View other smaller exhibitions on historic Revolutionary War documents as well as famous DAR  

members. 

 Enjoy Christmas music, including caroling from area choirs. 

 Have a chance to win DAR door prizes. 

 Get a head start on Christmas shopping at the Museum Shop and DAR Store. 

For Kids—Santa is taking time out of his busy schedule to attend the Open House. Coloring books and 

crayons will be given out to children. 

For more information about the event, visit the DAR Website at https://www.dar.org/national-society/

about-dar/dar-christmas-open-house 

 For questions, email openhouse@dar.org or call (202) 572-0563.  

http://NSDAR.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT01MTg1MzUyJnA9MSZ1PTEwMTIxMjU3MzkmbGk9MzIwMDI3NzU/index.html
http://NSDAR.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT01MTg1MzUyJnA9MSZ1PTEwMTIxMjU3MzkmbGk9MzIwMDI3NzU/index.html
http://www.dar.org/natsociety/headquarters.cfm#memconhall
http://www.dar.org/museum/room_tour.cfm
http://www.dar.org/dar-shopping/dar-online-store/museum-shop
http://www.dar.org/dar-shopping/dar-online-store
http://NSDAR.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT01MTg1MzUyJnA9MSZ1PTEwMTIxMjU3MzkmbGk9MzIwMDI3OTI/index.html
https://www.dar.org/national-society/about-dar/dar-christmas-open-house
https://www.dar.org/national-society/about-dar/dar-christmas-open-house
mailto:openhouse@dar.org
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AMERICAN  

SPIRIT  

MAGAZINE 

 

     At just $18 for six issues per year, American 

Spirit and Daughters newsletter are affordable, 

enjoyable resources that help you celebrate our 

heritage and keep up with the latest news from 

executive Officers, National chairmen, states and 

chapters.   

Anyone can subscribe to the magazine (It also 

makes a wonderful gift).  Subscribing to our won-

derful magazine and newsletter is easier than ever  

before:  To subscribe online visit www.dar.org/

americanspirit, or call  

1-866-327-6242. 

It’s that easy!  And best of all, our chapter will 

receive Chapter Achievement Award credit for 

your paid subscription.   

DAR Wish Lists 

The items on the Wish List directly help NSDAR achieve our mission.  Your support of the items on this list 
allows us to honor, learn from, and preserve the past for future generations. 

Funding these items helps us conserve objects in the DAR Museum’s extensive collection, acquire important 
texts for the DAR Library and Museum Library, reach out to people of all ages through educational program-
ming, and keep our historic National Headquarters up and running.   
http://www.dar.org/giving/dar-wishlist 

Thank you for supporting the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution 

Holiday Gift Ideas 

Looking for a Gift for someone? Visit 

the DAR Online Store at  

http://www.dar.org/dar-shopping/dar-

online-store  

or visit the Museum Shop. They have 

interesting and unusual gifts for young 

and old alike. If you can’t get there in 

person, you can visit the Museum Shop 

Online, by following the link that is on 

the DAR Online Store, and you can 

even order by phone. They also sell gift 

certificates. 

http://www.dar.org/americanspirit
http://www.dar.org/americanspirit
http://www.dar.org/museum
http://www.dar.org/library
http://www.dar.org/national-society/about-dar/national-headquarters
http://www.dar.org/giving/dar-wishlist
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Committee Spotlight 

T he American Heritage Committee was established to preserve our rich Amer-

ican heritage in the fields of art and sculpture, crafts, drama and literature, 

fiber arts, and music. Members are invited to participate in the various contests con-

ducted by this committee. 

 

2017-2018 Theme: “Exploring America Through the Arts” 

 

Established in honor of Mrs. Albert G. Peters, the first national chair of the American 

Heritage Committee, these awards may be given in recognition of excellence in any of 

the contest categories.  

 Art and Sculpture 

 Crafts 

 Fiber Arts 

 Literature and Drama 

 Music 

All Daughters can submit an entry.  For more information, please look on the NSDAR 

Website under the American Heritage Committee. 

The American Heritage Committee 

FOTR Chairman: Elisa Pritchard 
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November Meeting Highlights 

Patawomeck Tribe of Virginia  

Chief John & Minnie Lightner were our speakers. 

The Patawomeck tribe of Virginia Indians is based in Stafford County, Virginia, 

along the Potomac River (Patawomeck is another spelling of Potomac). It is one of 

Virginia's 11 recognized Native American tribes. The Patawomeck tribe achieved 

state recognition in February 2010, aided by anthropology research conducted by 

the College of William and Mary. Today the tribe numbers approximately 1500 

members. Eighty percent live within ten miles of their historic village of Patawom-

eck. They are undertaking to revive their historic Algonquian language. In the 17th 

century, at the time of early English colonization, the tribe was a component of the 

Powhatan Confederacy. At times it was allied with others in the confederacy, and at 

others, the Patawomeck allied with the English.  
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N.S.C.A.R. Museum 

Since the founding of the National Society, donations have been made to the N.S.C.A.R. Museum. The 
Museum was dedicated to the “Youth of America,” and its primary purpose is to help young people under-
stand and appreciate American Heritage. 

The National Society of the Children of the American Revolution Museum is adjacent to the C.A.R. Busi-
ness Office. The museum contains artifacts of the colonial era, American Revolution, and post-American 
Revolutionary War periods. 

There have been no significant upgrades in the area of Constitution Hall that houses the C.A.R. Museum 
and National Headquarters since the 1960’s. Your do-
nation will help the C.A.R. to replace the HVAC system 
in order to provide precise temperature and moisture 
control to the important artifacts in the C.A.R. Museum 
and surrounding area. The new system will help en-
sure that their treasures from America’s early years 
can be preserved for future generations. 

 

 

Just like the other important sections of the NSDAR 
complex of buildings, the back of Constitution Hall 
which houses C.A.R. is home to many important arti-
facts of the Colonial Era, American Revolution, and 
post-American Revolutionary War periods, such 
as books, clothing, illustrations and documents. The 

artifacts in the C.A.R. Museum and the surrounding area will benefit greatly from the HVAC system re-
placement that will provide efficient and precise temperature and moisture control to ensure that these 
items can be preserved for future generations. 

 

 

Your donations will help us assist C.A.R. with much need-
ed improvements to their Museum and office space. For 
more information, or to make a donation by phone please 
contact the Office of Development toll free at (800) 449‒
1776 during office hours (M-F, 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.). 
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Lauren Marshall, State Chaplain V.S.C.A.R., member 
Surgeon Lawrence Brooke Society.  Escorted by Asher 
Elkins, also a member of Surgeon Lawrence Brooke 
Society.  

Mackie Storage, National Chaplain N.S.C.A.R., Past 
State President V.S.C.A.R., member Surgeon Lawrence 
Brooke Society.  Escorted by David Graham, National 
1st Vice President.   

Potowmack BallPotowmack BallPotowmack Ball   

Each year the D.C. Society Sons of the American Rev-
olution honors the Children of the American Revolu-
tion at the Potowmack Ball. As young ladies from 
across the nation make their debut to society, the 
grand ballroom is illuminated by their elegance and 
grace.  
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 State Regent’s Project Luncheon 

 

Friday, March 16, 2018 
12:00  P.M. 

 
                                                      Salons E-F 

 
 
 
 

All Virginia Daughters and guests are cordially invited to a luncheon to benefit the State Regent’s 
Project (SRP) to be held on Friday, March 16, at 12:00 P.M. Our renowned guest speaker,  
Andrew Och, is the author of  several books regarding our First Ladies with the newest one, Un-
usual For Their Time,Vol II, just now available for preorder. He will provide an in-depth peek into the lives of  
four of  this small but gracious group of  women! Plan now to attend this extraordinary event at State Conference 

while enjoying lunch with friends. The cost of  the luncheon is $40, which includes a $5 donation for the 

SRP. 

 

Seating will also be assigned on a first-come, first-served basis.  Members who wish to sit togeth-
er should mail their reservation forms and checks in the same envelope.  NO meal tickets will be 
provided at the door but a list of  attendees and table reservations will be available beginning at 
11:30 a.m. The doors open at 11:45 a.m., and we must be seated to begin the luncheon at 12:00 
p.m. 
 

This event promises to be memorable and fun for all. Want to be a part of  the Surber admin-
istration project? Send your registration form and check to show your support.   
                                                Hope to see you there! 
 

                                  
 



 13 

 

Following the luncheon, our guest speaker, Mr. Och will be signing and selling his books for us! 

                            
 

                                            
 

Andrew Och is the author of “Unusual for Their Time: On the Road with America’s First Ladies” (Volume One 
& Volume Two).  He is an award-winning television and multimedia producer who has traveled the world with 
his pen, paper and camera.  A Radio/Television and Film graduate from the University of Maryland, Andrew 
started his production career in music - recording and touring with his band in the 80s & 90s.  Soon after that he 
added his camera to the mix, and all the pieces fell into place.  A storyteller from a young age, Andrew enjoys the 
art of communication, and will go anywhere in the world for more knowledge, greater understanding and amaz-
ing stories.  He is a true documentarian of life. 
 

Andrew spent over a year traveling to nearly every location that helped tell the stories of every First Lady of the 
United States of America for the C-SPAN series – “First Ladies: Influence and Image.”  He covered Martha 
Washington through Michelle Obama, and visited with people and places all across the country.  From Colonial 
Williamsburg to Stanford University, he was given an ALL ACCESS – BACKSTAGE PASS to some of the na-
tion’s most treasured collections and historical landmarks.  He spent time in libraries and museums - homes and 
schools - birthplaces and cemeteries - train stations and churches.  No stone was left unturned, nor door left un-
locked, in his unique and historical journey to learn everything he could about these women before, during and 
after their time in the White House.  His research and travels continue with current First Lady Melania Trump. 
 

Historians, archivists, educators and enthusiasts agree – Och’s books, First Ladies Man project and travels put 
him in a small and rare group of people.  He is responsible for one of the most vast and complete collections of 
material and information about this unique sorority of women ever assembled.  He IS the First Ladies Man, and 
he is excited to share the stories of his adventures. To learn more about Mr. Och, please refer to his website: 
www.firstladiesman.com. There you will be able to find literary information as well as video clips from different 
speaking engagements. 

 
                                              

 
 
 
 

                                    
 
 

                                           
 

http://www.firstladiesman.com
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RESERVATION FORM 

LUNCHEON TO BENEFIT THE STATE REGENT’S PROJECT 
122nd  State Conference 

Virginia Daughters of the American Revolution 
 

Friday, March 16, 2018 
12 p.m. 

 
 
 
DEADLINE:  Friday, February 16, 2018.   Reservations received after this date will NOT be accepted.  Meals will not 
be sold at Conference.  Form and check must be received together.  NO REFUNDS will be made.   
 
 
Members and guests are welcome to attend this event! 

 Please fill out a separate form for each person reserving meals.  Make as many copies as needed. 
 

 Cost is $40 per person, which includes luncheon, taxes, gratuity and a $5 donation to the State Regent’s Project. 
 

 Seating will be assigned on a first-come, first-served basis. 
 

 Members and guests who wish to sit together should mail their forms and checks in the same envelope. 
 

 PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: STATE TREASURER, VADAR. 
 
Entrée & Dessert: 
 

 Pasta Shells with Cheese in a Sherry Cream Sauce served with Sautéed Broccoli (Veg) 
 

 French Cheese Cake (GF Chocolate Cake is available for gluten free guests, upon request) 
 
Served with hot rolls/butter and iced tea, coffee, or iced water. 
 

Name:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________   

District:  _______  Chapter:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Street: _________________________________________________________________________________________________    

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________ Phone (including area code) ___________________ 

E-Mail:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Mail form and check payable to STATE TREASURER, VADAR to: 
Betsy C. King 
1052 Governors Lane 
Forest, VA  24551-4694 
Phone: 434-386-4175       
E-mail: betsyrn@aol.com 


